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2. If the MBLC has follow­up questions about your survey, what is your preferred 
method of contact? (Select one.)
 
Institutional Information
1. Please provide identifying information about your institution.*





ZIP/Postal code where collections 
are housed
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3. Which of the following most closely describes your institution? (Select one.)
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5. Which of the following most closely describes your institution's governance? (Select 
one.)
6. For the entity identified in Question 3, what was your institution's total annual 
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7. How many staff are currently employed in your collecting institution? Include all staff, 
not just those for preservation. Do not express in Full­Time Equivalents (FTE). (Select one 
answer for each row.)
8. Please indicate the total amount of staff and volunteer time spent on 
preservation/conservation activities in Full­Time Equivalents (FTE). Include all staff and 
volunteers who perform preservation/conservation activities, whether full­time, part­time, 
seasonal, work study, interns, etc. (Select one answer for each row.)
9. How many staff and/or volunteers have advanced training (i.e., post­graduate training 
or at least three years of on­the­job training) in preservation/conservation? Include all 
workers who perform preservation/conservation activities, whether full­time, part­time, 
seasonal, work study, interns, etc. Do not express in Full­Time Equivalents (FTE). (Select 




0 1­2 3­5 6­10 11­20 21­50 >50 Don't know
Full­time paid staff nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Part­time paid staff nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Full­time volunteers nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Part­time volunteers nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
*
0 FTE .1 to .5 FTE .6 to .9 FTE 1­2.5 FTE 2.6­5.5 FTE 5.6­10 FTE >10 FTE Don't know
Paid staff nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Volunteers nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
*
0 1 2­4 5­9 10­14 15­19 20­30 >30 Don't know
Paid staff nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj




Massachusetts Connecting to Collections Survey
10. Does your institution have a budget line item for preservation/conservation 
activities? (Select one.)
11. Has your institution made an application, whether successful or unsuccessful, for 
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13. Is your institution a library with a circulating collection? (Select one.)
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14. Approximately what percentage of your circulating collection is cataloged? (Select 
one.)
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15. Where is your circulating collection housed? (Select all that apply.)
16. Approximately what percentage of your circulating collection is stored in a space 
with year­round climate control? (Select one.)
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17. Approximately what percentage of your circulating collection is protected by a 
building­wide fire detection and suppression system? (Select one.)
18. In the past five years, have any materials from your circulating collection been stolen 
or vandalized? (Select one.)
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19. Do your institution's holdings include materials that you plan to maintain in 
perpetuity (i.e., permanent collections)? (Select one.)
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20. Of the materials that you plan to maintain in perpetuity, approximately what 
percentage are cataloged? (Select one.)
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21. Where do you store materials that you plan to maintain in perpetuity? (Select all that 
apply.)
22. Of the materials that you plan to maintain in perpetuity, approximately what 
percentage are stored in a space with year­round climate control? (Select one.)
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23. Of the materials that you plan to maintain in perpetuity, approximately what 
percentage is protected by a building­wide fire detection and suppression system? (Select 
one.)
24. In the past five years, have any of the materials that you plan to maintain in 
perpetuity been stolen or vandalized? (Select one.)
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25. Do your institution's collections include any paper­based materials? (Select one.)
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26. Please indicate the types of paper­based materials held by your institution. (Select all 
that apply.)
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29. Do your institution's collections include any moving image or recorded sound 
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30. Please indicate the types of moving image and/or recorded sound materials held by 
your institution. (Select all that apply.)
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32. Please indicate the types of digital materials and/or electronic records held by your 
institution. (Select all that apply.)
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33. Do your institution's collections include any art objects? (Select one.)
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34. Please indicate the types of art objects held by your institution. (Select all that apply.)
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35. Do your institution's collections include any archaeological, ethnographic, or 
historic objects? (Select one.)
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36. Please indicate the types of archaeological, ethnographic, and/or historic objects 
held by your institution. (Select all that apply.)
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37. Do your institution's collections include any natural science specimens? (Select 
one.)
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38. Please indicate the types of natural science specimens held by your institution. 
(Select all that apply.)
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39. Does your institution have materials on long­term loan at another institution? (Select 
one.)
40. Does your institution hold materials on long­term loan from other institutions or 
individuals? (Select one.)
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42. What is the general condition of the building that houses your collections? (Select all 
that apply or "don't know.")
43. How would you characterize the maintenance routine for the building that houses 
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44. What, if any, components are included in the climate­control system for the building 
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45. Are the equipment's temperature settings kept at a constant level ±5°F around the 
clock? (Select one.)
46. Are the equipment's relative humidity settings kept at a constant level ±5% around 
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47. What types of fire detection devices exist in the building that houses your 
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48. Are fire detection devices installed throughout the building that houses your 
collections? (Select one.)
49. Are fire detection devices connected directly either to the local fire department or 
another monitoring agency? (Select one.)
50. Are fire detection devices inspected according to the manufacturer's specifications 
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51. What type of fire suppression system exists in the building that houses your 
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52. Is/are the fire suppression system(s) installed throughout the building that houses 
your collections? (Select one.)
53. Is/are fire suppression system(s) inspected according to the manufacturer's 
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54. What is the general condition of the buildings that house your collections? (Select all 
that apply or "don't know.")
55. How would you characterize the maintenance routine for the buildings that house 
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56. Do any of the buildings that house your collections have a central HVAC system? 
(Select one.)
57. What, if any, climate­control components are included in the buildings that house 
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58. Are the equipment's temperature settings kept at a constant level ±5°F around the 
clock? (Select one.)
59. Are the equipment's relative humidity settings kept at a constant level ±5% around 
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60. What types of fire detection devices exist in the buildings housing your collections? 




























Massachusetts Connecting to Collections Survey
61. Are fire detection devices installed throughout the buildings housing your 
collections? (Select one.)
62. Are fire detection devices connected directly either to the local fire department or 
another monitoring agency? (Select one.)
63. Are fire detection devices inspected according to the manufacturer's specifications 
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64. What types of fire suppression systems exist in the buildings housing your 
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65. Are fire suppression systems installed throughout the buildings housing your 
collections? (Select one.)
66. Are fire suppression systems inspected according to the manufacturer's 
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69. Does the plan include instructions for the recovery of fire­ and water­damaged 
materials? (Select one.)
70. Has the plan been updated within the last two years? (Select one.)
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72. Are copies of vital collection records (e.g., inventory, catalog, insurance policies) 
stored off­site? (Select one.)
73. In the past five years, has your institution experienced any incident or disaster that 
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75. Are your collections included in your municipal comprehensive emergency 
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76. Which of the following security measures do the building or buildings housing your 
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77. If your building or buildings have a security alarm, is it connected directly either to 
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78. Does your institution loan materials for exhibition? (Select one.)





































Massachusetts Connecting to Collections Survey
80. Please indicate the setting in which rare, valuable, and/or irreplaceable materials are 
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81. Does your institution place on permanent exhibition any materials that it plans to 
maintain in perpetuity? (Select one.)
82. If your institution uses exhibit mounts/supports and/or display cases, are they 
constructed from materials that will not damage, and that properly support, the items 
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83. What types of lighting are used in your exhibit area(s)? (Select all that apply or "don't 
know.")
84. What types of lighting are used inside your display cases? (Select all that apply, 
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88. Does your institution monitor temperature and/or relative humidity in storage and/or 
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89. What environmental monitoring devices are used in the facility on a regular basis? 
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92. What steps have been taken to reduce the amount of light in the storage 
environment? (Select all that apply, or "none.")
93. What steps have been taken to reduce the amount of light in the exhibit 
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94. What does your institution's pest management program include? (Select all that 
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95. Does your institution have a routine collections cleaning program that follows 
accepted preservation practices? (Select one answer for each row.)





Yes No Don't know Not applicable
Stacks cleaning nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Cleaning of collections nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj













Massachusetts Connecting to Collections Survey
97. Does your institution reformat collections for preservation? (Select one answer for 
each row.)













Digitization nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Preservation microfilming nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Preservation 
photocopying
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Reproduction of artifacts 
for use or exhibit
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Transfer of AV recordings 
to current media
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Transfer of photographs to 
polyester film
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99. What resources do you currently use to learn more about 
preservation/conservation? (Select all that apply or "none.")
100. Have staff at your institution attended a preservation/conservation workshop in the 
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102. For which of the following collection types, if any, does staff at your institution need 




Urgent need Some Need No need Don't know Not applicable
Archaeological collections nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Art objects nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Books and bound volumes nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Digital material and 
electronic records 
collections
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Historic and ethnographic 
objects
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Moving image collections nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Natural science 
specimens
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Photographic collections nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Recorded sound 
collections
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Unbound sheets nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
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103. How interested would you be in pursuing the following types of training? (Select 
one answer for each row.)
104. What is your preference for the length of preservation/conservation training 
sessions? (Select one.)
105. What is the maximum amount your institution would be willing to pay per person to 
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106. Please feel free to provide any additional information about your institution that may 
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***Please click the button below to submit your responses.*** 
Thank you for taking the time to complete the Massachusetts Connecting to Collections survey. 
Your responses will shape the direction of preservation services and training offered by the Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners and partnering organizations. A full report on this project will be available in 
2011. 
Do you know of another collecting institution in your area that should be included in this survey? Contact 
Rebecca Meyer, Connecting to Collections Intern, at the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners at 
Rebecca.Meyer(at)state.ma.us or (800) 952­7403, ext. 228. 
 
Submit Responses
